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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To sell information and articles automatically, 
economically, and efficiently. 

CONSTITUTION: Sales data on articles are periodically 
gathered from automatic vending machines 12 through a 
network 13 by a computer 10 to construct a POS 
information data base 16. Information to be sold by the 
automatic vending machine 12 is constructed as a sold 
information data base 11 by using the computer 10. The 
network is used in common as a network 13 which sends 
the information to be sold to the automatic vending 
machines 12 and a network 13 which gather the sales 
data on the articles from the automatic vencfing machines 
12. Therefore, each vending machine 12 can sell the 
information and articles with one equipment housing. The 
VAN system of the automatic vending machines which 
gathers POS data of the article automatic vending 
machines can utilize communication facilities and network 
for selling the information. A charge collecting device and 
the communication facilities can be used in common and 
the equipment cost, facility cost, and control cost are 
reduced. 
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